[Malignant mesothelioma of the pleura].
Forty cases of malignant mesothelioma diagnosed from 1989 to 1994 at the Department of Pulmonology, Semmelweis Medical School were reviewed retrospectively. In 6 patients (15%) had a history of exposure to asbestos. The possibility of the malignant mesothelioma was raised by the clinical signs and the results of chest X-ray, chest computed tomography and sonography of the chest at their patients. Diagnosis was made by hystological examination of thoracoscopic or needle pleural biopsy in 15 and 8 cases, respectively, by cytological examination of fine needle pleural biopsy or pleural fluid in 7 and 6 cases, respectively, and by thoracotomy in 5 patients. Diagnosis was confirmed by multiple procedures in 11 patients. In six patients, diagnosis of malignant mesothelioma was made only by autopsy. The patients were staged according to Butchart et al. Longer survival was noted in the patients with earlier stages. Single or combined therapeutic modalities such as surgery (in 5 patients), chemotherapy (in 10 patients) and radiotherapy (in 3 patients) were used with additional symptomatic treatment in the majority of the cases. Pleurodesis also was done in 7 cases. There was no difference in survival among patients had received different treatment.